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_' _" _--_l' _:] "l A III 'tl t'_r't{" ,r _,l,r_ _ I'-ql.lel._t._,_ r_.l, _.... 'tl'l_, a_l_,car_lor'} _e_*a.chloride (CTC)

bupermna • , The four well_ were reopened
"U _'LI_ _ity_ envt,onmental affalr_ coor- _ . . _. ._ I _ l dilator ' two years ago, when JPJ, agreed to

By most accounts, the chemicals, pay for the $1.2-million treatment

,.j.Arro,_ ,_,.C_eanu- wo,o dumped there be-.: ,,ant _nd to contract W_ I_'_O_

r ' tween 1945 _nd 'r1958, when JPL Carbon Corp. torunltl
wa_ldeveloplng the Corporal and But a large quantity of under-

t-lopVT--e Sergeant ml_site _ystema fo_ the ground water remains untreate&
If.S. satellite, designed to clean all the water and

• In those days, the pr_ctlee was to return it to the ground.
' dt_pose of chemical waste_ in tess- JPL, which _ currently admlni_L_ CANADA"I LINTRIDGE l '

pools, that were designed to allow tared by Caltech, for the National
By EDMUNDNEW'rON liquid waetez to seep into the Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
TtMI_SSTAIq_ WR[TI_R sUrroundingsoit, "We've identified tration, does not officially as-

You can see it from the ridge overlooking & number of dessp_ls,by talking knowledge responsibility for thewith 01d employee_ and _etired waste, NASA, JPL's prime funding
the dusty scrub of the Arroyo Seco and the employee_ and by looking at aerial' source, would be responsible f_r
Jet Propulsion Laboratory's jumble of photographs,:' said Charles _urR; paying the _till-unknown cost of
buildings. ' _ JPL's manager for environmental the cleanup if th_ contaminants are

There are a couple of towew_like a pair laf_airs. ' traced t_ rocket experiments,
of big grain silos--s0me tanks, and a The',probiem wa_, expert_ dis- The 8uperfund designation
network of pipes aml ducts. City officials covered years later, that JPL sits means that JlaL wiI1 eonduct teet_
sometimes call it "W_lly Wonka's _hoco- . at the edge:of a stream bed through to determine .exactly what the
late Machine." which water drains fri_m the San source of the chemicals is and how

It's Pasadena Water and Pox_er's Arroyo • Oabriel Mountains, recharging the they have spread. Then, with the
Sere water t_eatment plant, and the on!y Raymondl_asin to the south, approval of federal state •and re-
visible evidence of the existence, some- The l{aymtmd :Basra is a ,40- gional regulatt_ry agencies, It will
where beneath the dry river bed, of a wad equarelmile underground water develop a cleanup plan,
of tonic waste dumped there ,10or 50 year_ system extendl_ from northern Among ,the possible techniques
ago, probably by rocket scientist& Pasadena into parts of Arcadia and that cotlld be u_ed are vitrifying

The U._, Environmental Protection _outh Pasadena. It is a _ource of contaminated soil--exposing it to
Agency placed the site on the Superfund tap water for communities in the such high temperature_ that it
list last week,, making it a national environ- weeter_ San (_abriel Valley and, if fuse-_, releasing the chemlcale as
alental cleanup priority. 8omettme in the Pasadena's Devil's Gate Darn proJ- .'gases--and pumping graun_ water
next three to five years, if the EPA abides ect is lmplemented,it would be _ _ through a filtration' system and
by its recent commitment to speed up the come a potential storage area for returning it to the ground.
cleanups, workers will campLete the job o_ vast amount_ of water imported',,fromother parts of the state.
sopping up the chemicals and solvents The city clo_ed fuur w_ll_ after
the_'e ..... its technicians discovered in :1980

that cikV wells:,sbutheaag fl[, JPL '

were ¢ontamt_ated:iwith'itrace_ ofthe:,, .,,toxi_s"l:";_t'l¢_i',|'0i/'o,et hy le 1_.e

t_c_);".i_e,r¢_a_,_'°em_!_ue'_(Pc_) :.
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